The FAA will release the final Environmental Impact Statement (ESI) early March 2005.

Comments will be accepted up to 30 days after its publication and the FAA will consider the comments in the Record of Decision (ROD). The ROD is to be released this spring.

What will it mean to you if the FAA approves the 17-35 Runway extension? It will mean life will never be the same for the residents of Delaware and Montgomery Counties.
It will mean noise, noise, noise, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. 

These large aircraft will be skimming the rooftops of our homes, our schools and our hospitals posing an enormous safety risk as well as producing noise pollution. 

Our schools are not air-conditioned. The teachers will have to stop teaching our students every time an aircraft travels near the school.  How do you expect our children to learn and our teachers to teach properly under these circumstances? They can’t. 

By 2010, combined regional jet and small narrow-body aircraft operations will total approximately 306,000 flights a year. These increased overflights will change the character of our communities drastically and bring a loss in property values. 

Air pollution. Not only will there be more aircraft flying over our homes but larger aircraft polluting our air and our lungs. 

It has been estimated that the extension of Runway 17-35 will cost anywhere from $35 to 65 million in order to only save between (0.2) to (1.4) minutes of delay per flight.

The goal of the Coalition of Communities Against Runway 17-35 Extension is to reach out and inform the public how their lives will be affected by the runway extension. We have been contacting people in Delaware County but the vast majority of residents are unaware their quality of life is being threaten. The people in Montgomery County have not been properly informed and are totally clueless as to what is happening.

You can help by contacting Senator Rick Santorum ( 215-864-6900, fax 215-864-6910 ) and Senator Arlen Specter (215-597-7200, fax 215-597-0406), two of the most powerful senators in the Senate. Ask them to join forces with Congressman Curt Weldon, who has been fighting hard to block the runway extension, and use their enormous influence in blocking the 17-35 Runway extension.

Senator Corzine of New Jersey and Senator Biden of Delaware are on record strongly opposing the 17-35 Runway extension. Ask Senator Santorum and Senator Specter to please join with the other senators in helping to protect our quality of life.

This seems to be a battle between the FAA and we the public. The FAA seems more concerned with improving the profits of the airline industry than the public’s welfare. 

Mr. Steve Donato has created a citizen’s aviation watch Web site. www.PHL-caw.org The Coalition of Communities Against Runway 17-35 has a section on this site. 

